
what is screenprinting ?      
screenprinting is a print process which uses a stencil and mesh 
screen to make multiple images. the textile screen was 
traditionally made of silk but was replaced by synthetic 
material following the second world war. 

it began as a print technique used by industry 
in the early 20th century before being 
popularized by artists in the 1960's.   

american artist andy warhol made many 
famous artworks using this technique.
it is a versatile print process which does not require a printing press, nor does it have 
to be printed flat. it can print on a wide range of materials including 
textiles, paper, glass, timber, metal and plastic.  

how is screenprint made ?   
a screenprint is made by forcing ink through 
a stencil which has been attached to a mesh 
screen of silk or nylon. the stencil may be 
made of adhesive paper or film that has been 
cut by hand, painted directly onto the 
screen using a brush or spray or prepared 
photographically. 
the image is created by building up layers of ink, using a number of 
screens with different stencils each one used to print a separate 
colour. an image is created where the ink penetrates the stencil.


