
Between the Sheets brings together recent acquisitions and award winning artists’ 
books from the Fremantle Print Award, established in 1976. The collection today 
holds 22 artists’ books, comprising a range of innovative works which provide 
a window on an exciting contemporary art form and growing strength of the 
collection.

Between the Sheets offers opportunities to experience a selection of artists’ books 
from the collection which are about identity and relationships to culture and place 
including works by Western Australian artists Karen Reys, Holly Story and Kati 
Thamo. These works will be revealed through a series of supervised viewings 
conducted by the Collection Curator André Lipscombe. 

So what are artists’ books? Essentially books as art, a form of art making associated 
with the avant-garde of last century and which grew in the 1960’s when artists 
were exploring alternative ideas about art making. Artists’ books typically combine 
a range of print techniques and book structures or forms which share the common 
idea that books can be considered as artworks. Artists’ books do not always follow 
book conventions or are recognisable as a book. They take all manner of curious 
shapes, materials and dimensions and can be produced commercially or singly. They 
often challenge the activity of reading and our understanding of what constitutes 
art itself. 

A key aspect of artists’ books as artworks is that they provide an intimate viewing 
of the artwork. The audience engages with its ideas and materiality simultaneously 
with the whole experience of moving through the work within the passage of 
time.

Please contact the Curator to make an appointment to view the selection of artists’ 
books. See Reception for details. 

For more information about the City of Fremantle Art Collection please pick up a 
copy of Fertile Soil: 50 Years of the City of Fremantle Art Collection available from 
FOUND or Revealing the Collection from this Gallery or visit freofocus.com.au and 
follow the links to Arts and Culture.
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Antonietta Covino-Beehre 
Studio D’una Citta, 2003
etching, cyanotype, woodcut, lithograph, 
ed. 1/4
28 x 19 x 3 cm
winner Fremantle Print Award 2003

Jan Davis (1952-)
Solomon, 1995
seven digital print artists’ books, ed. 2/10
14.7 x 9.7 x 14 cm
winner of the Fremantle Print Award 1995

Marieke Dench (1974-)
Polarities, 1998
blind embossed rag paper, ed. 1/5
14 x 15 x 2 cm
non acquisitive prize Fremantle Print 
Award 1998
purchased 1998

Dianne Longley (1957-)
Night sea crossing, 1994
digital print artist’s book, ed. 3/30
21.7 x 30 x 1 cm
winner of the Fremantle Print Award best 
artist’s book 1994
donated by the artist 1994

Jánis Nedéla (1955- )
Splish, splosh, splash # 1, 1989
book, Ink, wood, velvet, brass, elastic, 
photograph, unique state
22.5 x 16.5 x 6.5 cm
donated by David Forrest 2007

Jánis Nedéla (1955- )
Diary, 2006
hard cover book covered, varnished 
hessian, unique state  
25 x 17 x 4.5 cm
donated by David Forrest 2007

Simona Piscioneri (1970-)
From there to here, 1996
etching, collagraph, acetate, drypoint & 
colour photocopy, unique state
25.4 x 28.7 x 1.3 cm
purchased 1995

Karen Reys (1965-)
Aboriginal Culture 1788 – 2002, 2002
hard bound book with torn pages, 
unique state 
21 x 14 x 3 cm
purchased 2003

Holly Story (1953-)
Alphabet, 1995
solvent transfer, colour pencil, 
embroidered linen, ed. 2/3 
41.5 x 40 cm
purchased 1995

Kati Thamo (1956-)
‘Distinguishing Marks’, 2003
collagraph, solvent transfer, ed.1/3
22.6 x 24.6 cm
purchased 2004

Kati Thamo (1956-)
‘Bittersweet’, 2003
multiple collagraph, ed.1/3
62 x 46 cm
purchased 2004

 Between the Sheets list of works
All artworks are from the City of Fremantle Art Collection, listed alphabetically by artist, 
image/plate/closed book dimensions are given as height by width by depth in centimetres.


